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Three reports describing ice conditions encountered in the Kara Sea and Soviet
naval vessels sighted in Folskiy Zaliv|

Att. No. Deccription

1 Yugorskiy Strait impassable en route to
Igarka. Passage broken through by ice-
breakers. Attempt to pass through Kara
Straits on return voyage unsuccessful
and passage had to be made through
Yugorskiy Strait with aid of icebreaker.

2 Kara Strait blocked by ice; icebreaker
convoy through Yugorskiy Strait.
[ Jvessel instructed by INFLOT %o
avoid an area closed to shiEping from
20 September to 25 October.™~ WNo naval
vessels or aircraft sighted|[ |

3 Sighting of following naval. vessels and
aircraft
three large ves

eight unidentified sub-
marines; other unidentified naval vessels
three two-engine jet planes.

1. ’— Comment: announced by the
Soviet press as the locations and time of the Northern Fleet exercisesDOX1-HUM
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g

was blocked by packed -

the tcebreaker KAPITAN MELAHOV came_

a.nd- entered the ice- accompanied by two other ships.
\

ice,

It was foggy and there was snow once in a while, -The convoy followed a route
close to the shore, on the southern side, 50X1-HUM

_the icebreaker ERMAK joined the convoy. '

The weather worsened during the night, and the wind increased to hurricane

velocity with snow, L
_ the wind died down., It was still very difficult to get
through' the ice, and the tramp steamers had to follow the icebreakers very
closely in order to get through at all., The KAPITAN MELAHOV turned in her
course in the afternoon, and the ERMAK ccntinued her escort job alone, - ”
The ice became thinner as time went on,

_ the journey continued through fog. The ice was

through in spots, without the

:32"1233 51-58 PREVIOUS EDITIONS MAY BE USED.
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ICE CONDITIONS:

tramp—steamer, the Ss VOLGA, lay there with another - ship, wait

to escort them through the Straits and into the Kara Sea, At 1600 hours,

the vessels hag passed the Straits ang immediately afterwards, met the first
ice-belt that consisted of floating ice, séme of which was large, thick pig
The vessels became separated from each other, and the -ship found her
own way, going very slowly and with much maneuvering, £he ship
emerged from the ice, and the trip continued at full speed until night. At

night, the speed was reduced, -there wWas no particular ice, a

the ship'continued at full speed

Dickson Light — the ship met some ice that yieldeq-

very easily, The waters south of the Licht were fran oo o

50X1-HUME
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heavily.- the snow was L\rrén dénséf, anci .Z'Lt wes impossible to see W
lighthoﬁses. The ship anchored in the river, and then continued_
when the weather eased up a little. _ the ship was out of Yerisgie) @ -HUM
and immediately met compact new ice, about 4 inches thick. Dickson Radio sent
regular ice iulletins, giving the positions for the best places to get through
The new ice was evenly thick the whole way, with pleces of old ice that had
frozen on to the new, in various places._the new ice became
maorkedly denser and the ship continued at reduced specd and on varying courses.

_ the ship emerged into clear waters and passed the Kara Straits

_ There was continual snowfall and poor visibility throughout the

whole journey. S0X1-HUM

No naval vessels or aircraft were sighted
Kara Sez or the Barenls 3ea. On passing the Kera Straits—

_the ship was challanged by lorse lamp in Russian, by an unknown

50X1-HUM
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SECRET
vessel, The signals could not be interpreted and the vessel disappezred shortly

thereafter. She did not carry navigation or any other sort of lights, and could

not be seen,

50X1-HUM
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two naval vessels were sighted
six or seven nautical miles north of Kildin Island. The vessels procéeded in
a column, w'ith an intervening distance of about 200 meters. The course was
Northwest, speed, about thirty knots,
The vessels were alike_ length, sbout
125 meters, sharply sloping bow, flus. deck with marked spring on the fore-
deck; a cannon tower forward as well as smaller arms on the platform forward
of the bridge; mast and sn;okestack astern of the bridge, one mast apd smoke-
stack approximately midshirs; deckhouse with small arms and a cannon tower
on the aft deck. (See sketch).
_three large vessels lay tied up at
buoys in Vayenga Bay. Farther inside the bay were two smaller vessels.

It was dusk, and visibility was poor.

Two of the large vessels were alike_ ' 50X1-HUM
_length, atout 180 meters, long forward

degk with two cannon towers,-elevated midships-with a mast aft, a perpendicular

ol DT /norory
FORM NO. Q‘ '}:Rp;f; i

L ]
o
3
1 NOV 53 51—58 PREVIOUS EDITIONS MA‘Y BE USED.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/30 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046600120001-1



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/30 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046600120001-1

‘2. ~

R
smokestack, mast, straight smokestack with an glevation aft, bresk down to after—

The third larre vessel was rossitly sligntly shorter—

-two carnon towers on the fore-deck, high bridge structure with a short
mast aft; perpendicular smokestack, break down to low after-deck, mast, straight
smokestack and two canron towers on after-decke.

The other two smaller vessels lay farther inside the bay, and were the size
of destroyers; forecastle to the middle of the bridge, two tipped smokestacks
ana two mastse Recognition marks and other details could not be seen.

On passing Rosta on 3 October, it was completely dark and there was very
little light being used in the shipping yerds area, It was, therefore, difficult

to judge the situation, there.

A large vessel, penrant number 6, and having the same appearance, on the

whole_ wes tied up alongside the pier. Seven or eight

smaller rnaval vessels, all of which had scaffolding around their masts, were tied
up side-by-side nearbye Eight submarines of various sizes were observed near

the piers, One submarine had been pulled up on land and was being chopped upe

Y : vo compietely dsric
sercrarr: [T - et

over Kola Inlet. The planes took off from an airfield inside of Vayenga Bay,
and disappeared on a northerly course at low altitude,
The aircraft were silvery gray and shinye The wings were somewhat angled

back and had two jet engines. (See sketch).

Le COMYTRCIAL SHIPS: There was very little harbor traffic during the source's visit,
B <o 1osced tanksiip of a out 14,000 tons tr. She was painted

gray and bore definite signs of having been tarough the ice,
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